CHILD, aged 22 months. There was a history of its having swallowed a coin ten days before admission to hospital. Death occurred on the thirteenth day after the accident, with perforations of the right and left sides of the gullet. There was occasional sickness after food during the first five days, but afterwards there was no return of food. No dyspnoea. The oesophagoscope was passed with the aid of the fluorescent screen, and the coin located just below the sternoclavicular articulation embedded in the posterior wall of the oesophagus. The circumference of the coin and four-fifths of its anterior surface was covered with mucous membrane, making it impossible to apply forceps or hook or to dislocate it from its bed.
Specimen shown with coin in situ. Four days later a definite abscess had formed and was incised. On April 24 paralysis of the soft palate, with regurgitation of fluid through the nose, was first noticed. Soon afterwards it was found that, when taking his meals, food passed from the mouth through the wound in the neck, and as the abscess was not draining well, the opening in the neck was enlarged on April 28. There are now two clean-cut openings in the pharynx: (1) in the middle of the left tonsil; (2) near its upper pole. The wound in the neck and the suprapubic incision are both healing very sluggishly.
